number of traits, increases. It is very much larger"today than
it was a century ago and much larger still than five centuries
ago. Culture is like a stream which, starting like a small
rivulet, gathers tributaries as it flows and ultimately becomes
a big river, infinitely bigger than when it started, The
culture-base widens with the passing of time.

3.   Group vs. Individual Origin

Culture'traits are invented by individuals and spread
to other individuals. Nevertheless, as we have seen, some
authorities hold the view that they are invented by groups
and spread from group to group, as when it is said that "the
first steam engines were made by Englishmen; yet the
Japanese use them today/*1 thai the Chinese invented gun-
powder and Europeans took it over; that Indians invented
the zero in mathematics and the Arabs acquired it from them;
and that the Germans invented the clock, the Americans

invented the airplane, and so on.

*

When we say that the Chinese invented gun-powder,
it may be because we have no more definite information
about the time, place and personality of its inventor* Even
as we say man invented the use of fire, etc., simply because
We have no information which particular individual in*
vented it and when and where. In the case of gun-powder,
all that we seem to know is that somebody in China
invented it but nothing more definite. But in the case of
.some other inventions, like the air-plane and the steam-
engine, we happen to know who, when and where invented
them. Nevertheless, we speak of Englishmen having in-
vented the steam-engine, and the Japanese using it, of the
Americans inventing the airplane and theJBritish using it.
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